
Vocabulary #19 STAAR English 
Earth Science:  Physical Characteristics of the Earth 

Atmosphere The pocket of air that surrounds the 
Earth. 

 

The Earth’s atmosphere has several 
different layers. 

Axis An imaginary line running from the 
North Pole to the South Pole through 
the center of the Earth. 

 

Without the Earth tilting on its axis, 
would we have seasons? 

Orbit The path one object takes around 
another object in space. 

 

The Earth stays in orbit around the sun. 

Revolution To travel in a closed path around 
another object. 

 

It takes the Earth one full year to make a 
complete revolution around the sun. 
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Rotation The spinning of a planet or moon on 
its axis. 

 

The Earth’s rotation on its axis gives us 
night and day. 


